IIO           ESOTERIC    CHRISTIANITY.

wholly devoid of mysteries. "It was
probably about the end of the 5th century,
just as ancient philosophy was dying out
in the Schools of Athens, that the specula-
tive philosophy of neo-Platonism made a
definite lodgment in Christian thought
through the literary forgeries of the
Pseudo - Dionysius. The doctrines of
Christianity were by that time so firmly
established that the Church could look
upon a symbolical or mystical interpreta-
tion of them without anxiety. The author
of the Theologica Mystica and the other
works ascribed to the Areopagite proceeds,
therefore, to develop the doctrines of
Proclus with very little modification into
a system of esoteric Christianity. God
is the nameless and supra-essential One,
elevated above goodness itself. Hence
6 negative theology,' which ascends from
the creature to God by dropping one
after another every determinate predicate,
leads us nearest to the truth. The return
to God is the consummation of all things
and the goal indicated by Christian
teaching. The same doctrines were
preached with more of churchly fervour